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Chapter 7 Strategic Viewpoint 4: Old Down 

Chapter 7 

Strategic Viewpoint 4: Old Down 

Figure 7.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 4 and landscape 

character context 
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Chapter 7 Strategic Viewpoint 4: Old Down 

Figure 7.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 4 
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Chapter 7 Strategic Viewpoint 4: Old Down 

Viewpoint Information 

Grid reference: ST 60807 87533 

View location: Public footpath OOL/33/30 off Vicarage Lane, Old Down. 

View direction: View north and west across LCA 20: Pilning Levels, 

towards LCA 21: Severn Shoreline and Estuary. 

Relationship with Visually Important Hillside (VIH): The viewpoint is 

located on the Severn Ridges VIH. 

Experienced by: Recreational users of public footpath OOL/33/30 and 

transient views for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists travelling west on 

Vicarage Lane towards Olveston. 
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Chapter 7 Strategic Viewpoint 4: Old Down 

Characteristics 

Popularity, access and facilities 

◼ Views from this viewpoint are representative of those described in LCA 18: 

Severn Ridges, which notes that “the scarp provides frequent expansive 

views west over the adjacent flat, low-lying Levels, towards the Severn 

Estuary and across to South Wales and the Forest of Dean”. 

◼ The viewpoint is publicly accessible, located on public footpath OOL/33/30. 

◼ A small litter bin is provided adjacent to the footpath on Vicarage Road, 

suggesting that this is a popular and well-used route. 

Quality, value and features of the view 

◼ An elevated viewpoint located along the Severn Ridges VIH, from which 

the land slopes northwards and westwards allowing a panoramic view 

(270°) north, west and south-west over the surrounding low-lying 'levels' 

landscape (characterised by flat, small and regular fields, and blocks of 

woodland), towards the Severn Estuary, with the distinctive wooded hills of 

the Wye Valley and South Wales forming a prominent backdrop in views. 

◼ The view to the north extends along the wooded slopes of the Severn 

Ridges VIH which form a notable landscape feature and includes 

specimen trees associated with the Old Down Estate (locally listed) which 

exert a designed parkland character. 

◼ Both the Severn Bridge (Grade I listed) and The Prince of Wales Bridge 

form landmark features within the view (located 5km and 7km from the 

viewpoint, respectively). 

◼ The spire of St John’s Church in Elberton (Grade II* listed), surrounded by 

a small cluster of traditional stone dwellings, forms a focal point in the 

foreground, located 0.9km to the north-west of the viewpoint. 
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Chapter 7 Strategic Viewpoint 4: Old Down 

◼ Pylon lines cross the levels near the edge of the estuary in views to the 

west and slightly detracts from the overall composition of the view, along 

with large commercial buildings near Northwick and the M48 (with 

associated gantries). 

Summary 

The Old Down viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as it meets most of the 

criteria to some extent. It is noted in the South Gloucestershire Landscape 

Character Assessment as being a natural observation point from which to 

appreciate the landscape; it is located on a public footpath with a litter bin 

provided suggesting that it attracts many visitors; and it provides a 

panoramic view that takes in the notable landscape features of the levels, 

the wooded slopes of the Severn Ridges, the Severn Estuary and the hills 

of the Wye Valley and South Wales, and the landmark features of St John’s 

Church, the Severn Bridge and the Prince of Wales Bridge. 
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